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• Doc Rowe’s Seasonal Celebrations photos+list
•  Shoes, cats, bogeymen, 
 and the origins or not of Long Lankin 
• Gallant Hussar: Song, Tune and Dance
• The Old Wonder Not For Joes
• Songs that grow like trees: 
 an appreciation of Sydney Carter
• Barb’ry Allen, as sung by Wiggy Smith
• Folk clubs & local radio in the late C.20th
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FolkliFe TradiTions Journal £ 2
•  Bewnans Gwerin  •  Bywyd Gwerin  •  seihll TradishoonaGh  •

Nº 76, Nov. 2024; published Mar. & Nov.
Researched articles. Folklife studies, cultural traditions.

Folklife West Journal, Nº 5.  Page 12The Ballad Printers of Worcester.
5: Henry Francis Sefton.      

By Roy Palmer

��   The Ballad Printers of Worcester   ��
�  a series of articles by Roy Palmer  �

Under this heading in 1990-91 I published a series of five articles in what was then the Somers Journal. 
These have now been revised and re-written in the light of further information, some of which is published in my book, 
The Folklore of Worcestershire (Logaston Press, 2005).
   • See FWJ Nº1-4  for  1: John Butler; 2: Samuel Gamidge; 
      3: James and John Grundy, George and Thomas Lewis, Thomas Hayes
      3: Richard Houghton

5: Henry Francis Sefton
In 1829 Henry Francis Sefton set up at 41 Broad Street as a stationer, bookseller and proprietor of a lending 

library. By 1834 he had also become a printer, and his premises were advertised as a ‘wholesale and retail 
warehouse, where may be had every variety of songs, song books, children’s books, and &c’. For a number of 
years Sefton acted as a selling agent for ballads printed in Birmingham at Upper Priory, Digbeth, by Edward Taylor 
(1833-35), Taylor & Co. (1835-39), and E. Taylor (1840-41), which may be why he issued few sheets with his own 
imprint. By 1844 he had moved to what he called the Britannia Office at 33 Broad Street, though for a time he must 
have worked from two sets of premises, as is seen from ‘Lucy Long / The Parting Glass’ (see image on right), two 
ballads on a single sheet, perhaps designed to be cut down the middle and sold separately. It is entirely possible that 
Broad Street was merely re-numbered and that Sefton remained in the same premises, which he re-designated as 
the Britannia Office. Even so, the change helps with assigning dates to some of his sheets.

In 1851 Sefton’s 
activities at 33 

Broad Street were 
listed as:
‘letter-press and 
copper-plate 
printer, bookbinder, 
bookseller, stationer, 
music seller and 
circulating library’.  

In February 1855 
he was responsible 
for commemorative 
leaflets: 
‘Printed on the 
Frozen River Severn 
… at Worcester, being 
the Second Time of a 
Press working on the 
Ice here. The First 
was on January 25th, 
1795, by Grundy, 
being 60 Years ago’ 
(see image on left). 

‘Printed on the 
Frozen River Severn’ 
image courtesy of  
Worcestershire Record 
Office.

The Joy Of Plygain
(trad. unaccompanied Welsh carols)
Plus   • 4 collected Manx tunes
• Cornish Fairs, Carnivals and
 Tea Treats  (including the
 Snail Creep dance tune)

JOURNAL post (not incl. Folklife West):  1 copy, £3.50, Europe £5.20, world £6.15.   
Subscribe: 2 issues, £7/ Europe £10/ world £12.  Or 4 issues,  £13/£19/£22.

And FREE ONLINE, read, & pdf downloads, includes Archive, www.folklife-traditions.uk

FOLKLIFE WEST     www.folklife.uk
 • clubs, sessions, concert venues    
 • performers  •  services
 • festivals & workshops diary

 40(+) A4 pages.  Members’  news ~ up to 160
words, + contact & media; more words if advert.   
No interviews. No reviews (your CD news instead). 
 Mostly West Country, West Midlands, Wales, 
plus some news from other areas - clubs that 
welcome visitors, folk enthusiasts, all welcome
£4; Post £6, Eur. £9, world £11; Emailed pdf £3  •  

❖  Our Online DIRECTORY ~ entries FREE !  Sessions, clubs, performers, etc.
         Simple listing + up to 40 words description (no dated events).   www.folklife-directory.uk

Above 3 sites have UPDATES webpages,  www.[website]/update
           They’re combined into a free occasional “Updates email”,  
FREE ~ Join our UPDATES mailing list:   email sam@folklife.uk ,

                    with: name; band/organisation, if any; UK county/metro co., or non-UK state/region. 

For the Folklife volunteers: Sam & Eleanor Simmons, Editors. 01684 561378, sam@folklife.uk
Keeping Folk In Touch ... Folklife, publishers ... Supporting Folklife Traditions

❖ CHEAP PUBLICITY (members’ news)  in print and online, from just £9 a year
with Annual Membership subscription.    3 issues Folklife West, plus 2 issues of the Journal

These 5 magazines just £9 pdf, sent by WeTransfer     •   or £21 post (Eur. £27, world £33).
Bank: Folklife West t/a Folklife, sort code 09-01-55, account 18675181

Cheque: Folklife, 16 Barrett Rise, Malvern, WR14 2UJ •  Card:  https://ko-fi.com/folklife/shop

£ 4
Folk l ife We st

Folklife Members’ news

• Jan - May - Sep

Cover: The Ottery St Mary Carnival Tar Barrels


