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"As I was a-walkin' down Paradise Street"
from Capstan Bars, by David W. Bone,
Edinburgh, The Porpoise Press, 1931.
  Woodcut by Freda Bone.

'Shanties are a "craze" at present'   
 --   J. Glyn Davies, 1923

We welcome shanty singers, & other 
performers, plus clubs & sessions, 
for free listings in our online Directory:
www.folklife-directory.uk

• www.folklife.uk •

  
"As I was a-walkin' down Paradise Street"

Y Fari Lwyd ~ see p.2

	 Simply The adverts from

    	 Folklife west ,  

    	 our folk-news magazine

FOLKLIFE, publishers
µ	FOLKLIFE'S DIRECTORY  online only, www.folklife-directory.uk  Free entry: venues, performers, services.  
	 We can draft entries for you from your website.  Its simply Directory lists (dates are in Folklife West).

µ	FOLKLIFE WEST ~ FW    a print magazine.   See www.folklife.uk  where it is free to read online 
	 News/reports from Folklife Members; a few adverts.  Venues, performers, media, services; festival+workshop diary.  40-48 pages.
µ	FOLKLIFE'S ADVERTS    this leaflet.  Copied to www.folklife.uk/fwon read online, free download. Simply the adverts from FW.  
						      • Circulation, FW & Folklife's Adverts (print + pdf): 400 (+ any 1-off pdf sales)   
	
µ	FOLKLIFE TRADITIONS JOURNAL   print magazine, see page 5.  Articles, news from researchers,  folklife societies; publications 
	 announced.  All copied to www.folklife-traditions.uk   —  includes archive of past issues' articles.  Read free online, or free PDF downloads !
						      • Circulation (print):  260 — plus as read / downloaded free online.   
	
µ	FOLKLIFE'S UPDATES    Each website above has an Updates page, collated into a combined UPDATES EMAIL (6-12 per year)
	 v  join our UPDATES EMAIL list — email sam@folklife.uk with your name, + UK county or metro borough; or for overseas, State, etc.

➠



  BODMIN  FOLK  CLUB
CORNWALL   ✪   FRIDAYS 8.00

St Petroc’s Parish Centre, Priory Road,
Bodmin PL31 2DP.   

Every Friday ~ Guest or Open House
		

Jan 	 10th 	 Richard Trethewey	
	 24th    Bill Crawford     
Feb 	 7th 	 Months Advance	
	 21st 	 Mike Silver
Mar 	 7th 	 Elaine & Geoff Gillett	
	 14th	 Peter Marlow 
	 28th 	 Mark Dowding
Apr	 11th   Alison Bloomer & Paul Holden 
	 25th 	 Tom McConville
	 To reserve tickets email sylvwatts@aol.com

Find us on Facebook  or www.bodminfolk.co.uk

PENNYMOOR SINGAROUND
3rd Wed, 7.30pm ~ 

Lamb Inn, Sandford EX17 4LW
~ Biddy 01271 373305

      biddy.mallabone@outlook.com

                                 MUSIC SESSION
12 noon, last Sun of month ~ The Half Moon, Cheriton 

Fitzpaine EX17 4JW ~ Clare  01884 860023

SONG/MUSIC SESSION
12-3pm, 1st Thurs of month ~ The London Inn, 
Morchard Bishop EX17 6NW ~ Jon 07840 524318

Facebook: Pennymoor Singaround

   Totnes Folk Song Club 
      2nd Thursday of the Month – 8.00pm 
      The Dartmouth Inn 
          The Plains, Totnes 
    

8th January – Singers’ Night 
12th February – Guest Lee Collinson 

10th March – Singers’ Night 
9th April –  Guests The Askews 

For more information contact 
Anne & Steve Gill 01803 290427 

Or Andy Clarke 01803 732312 

9th January - Singers Night
13th February - Singers Night

13th March - Singers Night
10th April - Singers Night

Visit Totnes Folk Club on Facebook
Or for more information 

contact Anne & Steve Gill 01803 290427
or Andy Clarke 01803 732312

Totnes Folk Song Club
   2nd Thursday of the month - 7.30pm
   The Dartmouth Inn,
       The Plains, Totnes

NAILSEA FOLK CLUB
Nailsea, North Somerset

Tithe Barn,  & occasionally Ring of Bells
or Holy Trinity Church

  Friday 21st March, 8pm, Tithe Barn: 
  Reg Meuross, Fire and Dust tour: 
  the life and songs of Woody Guthrie

Also, NAILSEA FOLK singers & musicians nights
Grove Sports Centre, 2nd Tues, 8pm

online tickets: www.ticketsource.co.uk/nailsea-folk-club
• nailseafolkclub@hotmail.co.uk
• Dave Francis 01275 540231 

www.nailseafolkclub.co.uk   for full details
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CORNWALL Since 1972 • One of our Finest Small Festivals  

Intimate, town-
based folk music 

festival. 
Contemporary 

national acts with 
the best from 

Cornwall and the 
South West. 

 
 

“The vibe was just amazing!”  
“Has that lovely kindness of 

Cornish folk”  
“Everything a folk festival 

should be.” 

 The Henry Girls 
Merry Hell  

The Magpies   
+ many more to be confirmed 

Thurs 21st–Mon 25th August Bank Holiday 2025 Wadebridge, Cornwall 
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Merry Hell 

The Henry Girls 



The Forest Folk Club
Orepool Inn, Chepstow Road,

Sling, Coleford GL16 8LH
Cash only on the door please, £8 for guest nights, 

£2 for Singers Nights. Doors open at 7.30 for 8pm start.
	 • 5th January   	 Singers Night.
	 • 19th January	 EOS Revisited.
	 • 2nd February	 Singers Night.
	 • 16th February	 Pete Morton. 
	 • 2nd March	 Singers Night .
	 • 16th March	 Wynford Jones & Geoff Cripps. 
	 • 6th April	 Folklaw
	 • 20th April	 Singers Night. 
Contact: Jan O’Neill         www.forestfolkclub.com
www.facebook.com/groups/236526483056148

	Cheltenham Folk Club
	Various venues in Cheltenham
	 Most 2nd & 4th Sundays, 8pm 
	 some guest nights, some open nights 

For January to March, we are at Stanton Suite, Church St, 
Charlton Kings, Cheltenham GL53 8AR (accessible, no steps, 
shallow ramp to front door):  Jan 12th & 26th, Feb 9th with ReBil, 
March 9th & 23rd.   BYO drinks (shop opposite for drinks & snacks).

For dates & guests, please join our email list, for up-to-date info.: 
machteltje@gmail.com, or check Glos Folk Facebook page 

Always check before travelling if you're not on the email list.

Ring Chris on 01242 - 571185, or Judith on 01242 - 577506

Following the sad death of our landlord 
Eddie, the Lamp Tavern has closed

Therefore we are now meeting at

Jeweller’s Arms
23 Hockley St, Birmingham B18 6BW

This is close to the Jewellery Quarter rail and metro 
station, with ample on-street parking.

14 Feb 25 Steve Turner
14 Mar 25 Notts Alliance
9 May 25 Bob Fox (ticket only night)

all other Fridays are currently planned
as Singers and Musicians Nights

Contact Paul Ryan 0121 357 7326
Phil Cross 0121 357 4098

e-mail: contact@blackdiamondfolkclub.org.uk

http://blackdiamondfolkclub.org.uk

National Centre for Folk Arts
MANOR

Enjoy year-round residential courses and 
workshops focusing on traditional folk arts  
from around the world.
A warm welcome awaits you at Halsway, a medieval 
manor house at the foot of the Quantock Hills in 
Somerset dedicated to folk music, arts and dance.

Contra and Squares, Medieval Music, Singing, Irish Set 
Dance, Nyckelharpas, French and Breton Dance, Klezmer, 
Guitar School, Folk Holidays, Young Folk, Summer School, 
Storytelling, Fiddle Weekends, Crafting, Wellbeing and more!

www.halswaymanor.org.uk

Halsway Manor, Halsway Lane,  
near Crowcombe, Somerset, TA44BD

01984 618 274
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Folklife West: adverts 
Bank & Card details: over page

This size 1/8 page (93 x64mm): £11* mono  *2 or more: £10 each

	 ADVERT COSTS colour = 2x mono  (brackets = repeat discount)
	 ●	A4 ...............	 Colour	 £130	 (£120),	 Mono	 £65	 (£60)	
 	✪ A4 full bleed	 Colour	 £140	 (£120).	 .............................
 	●	1/2 ..............	 Colour	 £70	 (£ 64),	 Mono	 £35	 (£32)
 	●	1/4 [A6] .......	 Colour	 £40	 (£ 36),	 Mono	 £20 	(£18)
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		   plus reduced Membership!    £10 less for mono / free for colour!

Full details see folklife.uk/info (to read or download PDF) 

SYTCHAMPTON DANCES
Village Hall, Cow Lane, Sytchampton DY13 9SY

Refreshments available

SATURDAY DANCES, 7:30 - 10:30pm
18th Jan.  ~ David & Kathryn Wright with Chris & Julie Dewhurst

22nd Mar.  ~  Nicola Scott with Nozzy

CLUB NIGHTS with live music, every WEDNESDAY,
8pm - 10pm, from September to July, admission £2

Other activities (contact the club for further details) include 
11-14 April ~ Club Dance Weekend, Llandudno - see Diary, p39

Tuesday 20th May ~ Riverboat Trip
Sunday 29th June ~ Summer BBQ

Contact John: 01384 897 179, or
goodevans.thenook@yahoo.co.uk

www.sytchamptondanceclub.org.uk
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  Folklife         publishers
              in print & online

• Doc Rowe’s Seasonal Celebrations photos+list
•  Shoes, cats, bogeymen, 
 and the origins or not of Long Lankin 
• Gallant Hussar: Song, Tune and Dance
• The Old Wonder Not For Joes
• Songs that grow like trees: 
 an appreciation of Sydney Carter
• Barb’ry Allen, as sung by Wiggy Smith
• Folk clubs & local radio in the late C.20th
❖ Folklife news: societies & organisations, 
                                researchers, publications

FolkliFe traditionS Journal £ 2
•  BeWnanS gWerin  •  BYWYd gWerin  •  SeiHll tradiSHoonagH  •

Nº 76, Nov. 2024; published Mar. & Nov.
Researched articles. Folklife studies, cultural traditions.

Folklife West Journal, Nº 5.  Page 12The Ballad Printers of Worcester.
5: Henry Francis Sefton.      

By Roy Palmer

��   The Ballad Printers of Worcester   ��
�  a series of articles by Roy Palmer  �

Under this heading in 1990-91 I published a series of five articles in what was then the Somers Journal. 
These have now been revised and re-written in the light of further information, some of which is published in my book, 
The Folklore of Worcestershire (Logaston Press, 2005).
   • See FWJ Nº1-4  for  1: John Butler; 2: Samuel Gamidge; 
      3: James and John Grundy, George and Thomas Lewis, Thomas Hayes
      3: Richard Houghton

5: Henry Francis Sefton
In 1829 Henry Francis Sefton set up at 41 Broad Street as a stationer, bookseller and proprietor of a lending 

library. By 1834 he had also become a printer, and his premises were advertised as a ‘wholesale and retail 
warehouse, where may be had every variety of songs, song books, children’s books, and &c’. For a number of 
years Sefton acted as a selling agent for ballads printed in Birmingham at Upper Priory, Digbeth, by Edward Taylor 
(1833-35), Taylor & Co. (1835-39), and E. Taylor (1840-41), which may be why he issued few sheets with his own 
imprint. By 1844 he had moved to what he called the Britannia Office at 33 Broad Street, though for a time he must 
have worked from two sets of premises, as is seen from ‘Lucy Long / The Parting Glass’ (see image on right), two 
ballads on a single sheet, perhaps designed to be cut down the middle and sold separately. It is entirely possible that 
Broad Street was merely re-numbered and that Sefton remained in the same premises, which he re-designated as 
the Britannia Office. Even so, the change helps with assigning dates to some of his sheets.

In 1851 Sefton’s 
activities at 33 

Broad Street were 
listed as:
‘letter-press and 
copper-plate 
printer, bookbinder, 
bookseller, stationer, 
music seller and 
circulating library’.  

In February 1855 
he was responsible 
for commemorative 
leaflets: 
‘Printed on the 
Frozen River Severn 
… at Worcester, being 
the Second Time of a 
Press working on the 
Ice here. The First 
was on January 25th, 
1795, by Grundy, 
being 60 Years ago’ 
(see image on left). 

‘Printed on the 
Frozen River Severn’ 
image courtesy of  
Worcestershire Record 
Office.

The Joy Of Plygain
(trad. unaccompanied Welsh carols)
Plus   • 4 collected Manx tunes
• Cornish Fairs, Carnivals and
 Tea Treats  (including the
 Snail Creep dance tune)

JOURNAL post (not incl. Folklife West):  1 copy, £3.50, Europe £5.20, world £6.15.   
Subscribe: 2 issues, £7/ Europe £10/ world £12.  Or 4 issues,  £13/£19/£22.

And FREE ONLINE, read, & pdf downloads, includes Archive, www.folklife-traditions.uk

FOLKLIFE WEST     www.folklife.uk
 • clubs, sessions, concert venues    
 • performers  •  services
 • festivals & workshops diary

 40(+) A4 pages.  Members’  news ~ up to 160
words, + contact & media; more words if advert.   
No interviews. No reviews (your CD news instead). 
 Mostly West Country, West Midlands, Wales, 
plus some news from other areas - clubs that 
welcome visitors, folk enthusiasts, all welcome
£4; Post £6, Eur. £9, world £11; Emailed pdf £3  •  

❖  Our Online DIRECTORY ~ entries FREE !  Sessions, clubs, performers, etc.
         Simple listing + up to 40 words description (no dated events).   www.folklife-directory.uk

Above 3 sites have UPDATES webpages,  www.[website]/update
           They’re combined into a free occasional “Updates email”,  
FREE ~ Join our UPDATES mailing list:   email sam@folklife.uk ,

                    with: name; band/organisation, if any; UK county/metro co., or non-UK state/region. 

For the Folklife volunteers: Sam & Eleanor Simmons, Editors. 01684 561378, sam@folklife.uk
K��pi�� F��� I� T���� ... Folklife, publishers ... S�pp�r�i�� F����i�� Tra�i�i���

❖ CHEAP PUBLICITY (members’ news)  in print and online, from just £9 a year
with Annual Membership subscription.    3 issues Folklife West, plus 2 issues of the Journal

These 5 magazines just £9 pdf, sent by WeTransfer     •   or £21 post (Eur. £27, world £33).
Bank: Folklife West t/a Folklife, sort code 09-01-55, account 18675181

Cheque: Folklife, 16 Barrett Rise, Malvern, WR14 2UJ •  Card:  https://ko-�i.com/folklife/shop

£ 4
Folk l ife We st

Folklife Members’ news

• Jan - May - Sep

Cover: The Ottery St Mary Carnival Tar Barrels
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•  Traddodiadau Bywyd Gwerin  •  Earishlioar Seihll Tradishoonagh  •
•  Jornal Hengovyow Bewnans Gwerin  •  our Journal, Supporting Folklife Traditions

• Cornish Fairs, Carnivals and Tea Treats (incl. Snail Creep dance tune), by Lamorna Spry, p2-4
• Shoes, cats, bogeymen, and the origins or not of Long Lankin, by Rosie Upton, p5
• Gallant Hussar: Song, Tune and Dance, by Charles Menteith, p6-8

• Four Manx tunes from Isabella Kennaugh, by Stephen Miller, p8
• Folk clubs and local radio in the late 20th century, by Keith Gregson, p9  
• The Old Wonder Not For Joes, by Annie Jones, p11 ............ on right: Not for Joe costume >
• Songs that grow like trees: an appreciation of Sydney Carter,  by Ian Pittaway, p12-14
• Barb’ry Allen, sung by Wiggy Smith, Cheltenham, by Veronica Lowe, p14-15

Folklife news:  societies & organisations, researchers, publications
The Cornish National Music Archive, p4.  Trac Cymru, Doc Rowe, Vaughan Williams Memorial Library, Folklore Society, Broadside Day, 
p16.   Pedlars Pack, 100 Ballads website, p17.   Traditional Song Forum, Access Folk, p18.   • Our thanks to Roy & Lesley Adkins, p11.

•	 Exhibition: Un/Common People Exhibition: Folk Culture in Wessex (in Swindon, 
	 	 	 Wiltshire, Poole and Salisbury Museums, p17 ~ on left: Ooser; corn dolly. 

•	 Books & Recordings: Saydisc, p4.  Seiniwn Hosanna (carols in Welsh), p10.  Chwedlau
  	 Gwerin Cymru/Welsh Folk Tales, ‘Jinny The Witch’ and other Song Folk, The Ballad 

	 	 	 Partners, p18. Patrick Tayluer Shanty Singer podcast, Roy & Lesley Adkins’ Newsletter. 
	 	 	 Teyrnged I Llewelyn Alaw/A Tribute To Llewelyn Alaw - comments by Mick Tems.
 

ISSN  2753-569X

Morris dancers © Annie  Jones (Dave Jones, The Roots Of Welsh Border Morris).
Our logos: Minehead Hobby Horse © Chris Beaumont; concertina/book © John Crane

Folklife Traditions Journal  £ 2
 Articles: songs, tunes, etc  ~  folklife studies, cultural traditions

 Nº 76, Nov. 2024. Published March & Nov.     	
  www.folklife-traditions.uk

Folklife West Journal, Nº 5.  Page 12The Ballad Printers of Worcester.
5: Henry Francis Sefton.      

By Roy Palmer

��   The Ballad Printers of Worcester   ��
�  a series of articles by Roy Palmer  �

Under this heading in 1990-91 I published a series of five articles in what was then the Somers Journal. 
These have now been revised and re-written in the light of further information, some of which is published in my book, 
The Folklore of Worcestershire (Logaston Press, 2005).
   • See FWJ Nº1-4  for  1: John Butler; 2: Samuel Gamidge; 
      3: James and John Grundy, George and Thomas Lewis, Thomas Hayes
      3: Richard Houghton

5: Henry Francis Sefton
In 1829 Henry Francis Sefton set up at 41 Broad Street as a stationer, bookseller and proprietor of a lending 

library. By 1834 he had also become a printer, and his premises were advertised as a ‘wholesale and retail 
warehouse, where may be had every variety of songs, song books, children’s books, and &c’. For a number of 
years Sefton acted as a selling agent for ballads printed in Birmingham at Upper Priory, Digbeth, by Edward Taylor 
(1833-35), Taylor & Co. (1835-39), and E. Taylor (1840-41), which may be why he issued few sheets with his own 
imprint. By 1844 he had moved to what he called the Britannia Office at 33 Broad Street, though for a time he must 
have worked from two sets of premises, as is seen from ‘Lucy Long / The Parting Glass’ (see image on right), two 
ballads on a single sheet, perhaps designed to be cut down the middle and sold separately. It is entirely possible that 
Broad Street was merely re-numbered and that Sefton remained in the same premises, which he re-designated as 
the Britannia Office. Even so, the change helps with assigning dates to some of his sheets.

In 1851 Sefton’s 
activities at 33 

Broad Street were 
listed as:
‘letter-press and 
copper-plate 
printer, bookbinder, 
bookseller, stationer, 
music seller and 
circulating library’.  

In February 1855 
he was responsible 
for commemorative 
leaflets: 
‘Printed on the 
Frozen River Severn 
… at Worcester, being 
the Second Time of a 
Press working on the 
Ice here. The First 
was on January 25th, 
1795, by Grundy, 
being 60 Years ago’ 
(see image on left). 

‘Printed on the 
Frozen River Severn’ 
image courtesy of  
Worcestershire Record 
Office.

The Joy Of The Plygain Service
THE PLYGAIN - a service with its emphasis on singing traditional carols, unaccompanied
 - many of them are very old. Uniquely, anyone can take part - as long as the conventions 
and customs are respected - and, apart from a short service, no words are spoken.

• The Joy Of The Plygain Service, by Hywel Parry Smith, p10

Folklife's annual Membership:

2 issues of the  Journal

& 3 issues of  Folklife West

costs see previous page



Since 1976

BRITAIN’S FOLK& ACOUSTIC SPECIALISTS

ALSO IN: BRIGHTON | CANTERBURY | EDINBURGH (SCAYLES) 
LEEDS | LONDON |  MANCHESTER | SOUTHAMPTON 

Online: www.hobgoblin.com | Call: 0333 800 9500

YOUR LOCAL MUSIC SHOP - BUY ONLINE OR VISIT US

We stock all kinds of acoustic & folk instruments 
from Britain and around the world. Visit or contact us

for friendly, free advice from expert staff.

BIRMINGHAM: 40 PRIORY QUEENSWAY, B4 7LA, 0121 212 9010 
BRISTOL: 36 PARK STREET, BS1 5JG, 0117 929 0902
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Bromsgrove
Folk Club

      
Bringing the best in folk, roots and acoustic music 
from the UK and beyond to North Worcestershire

Meeting at 8.00pm on the second & last Thursday of each month 
at Catshill Social Club, Meadow Road, Catshill, B61 0JJ

	 9th January	 Showcase Night
	 30th January	 Joe Bayliss
	 13th February	 The Harvesters
	 27th February	 Cohen Braithwaite-Kilcoyne
	 13th March	 Red Shoes
	 27th March	 KC Jones
	 10th April	 Huw Williams
	 24th April	 The Pocket Choral Society
	 8th May	 Pete Coe
	 29th May	 Summer Showcase Night
	 12th June	 James Keelaghan
	 26th June	 Tania Opland and Mike Freeman
	

	 What fun we shall have!!
Contact Bob on 07828 716842 

or go to www.bromsgrovefolkclub.co.uk

Socials …… Facebook – Bromsgrove Folk Club and Festival
Twitter @bromsgrovefolk 

Instagram @Bromsgrove_folk_club
TikTok - Bromsgrove.folk

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 Singing together since 1981!

the Somers
traditional folk club

live 1st, 3rd, 5th Fridays✪, 8.15pm

Bishop Allenby Hall, St Stephen’s Church, St Stephen’s Street, 
off A449 Ombersley Rd, WR3 7HS  M5 J7 is 4 miles (directions 
see website).  Parking is in churchyard.  

“A place where traditional song is at home”

The club runs from 8.15pm
until 10.45pm. Doors open 8pm.

(no animals, no unaccompanied under-18s)

Please bring your own drinks
& glasses ~ alcohol allowed !

Photo: "During the break" (Eden Tanner)

✪ Live £3 members, £3.50 visitors (optional 2024 membership £10)

✪ 1st live visit free to visitors!
*2nd or 4th Friday instead of 1st or 3rd

Jan:	 • 03	 Folk Night, with Choruses to start 	 • 17	 Folk Night
Feb: 	• 07	 Folk Night, with Choruses to start	 • 21	 Folk Night
Mar:	• 07	 Folk Night, with Choruses to start	 • 21  Folk Night
Apr:	 • 04,	 Folk Night, with Choruses to start	 • 25*	Folk Night

        Come and join us on our live Fridays!
Chris: info@somers-folk-club.org.uk   •   Sam & Eleanor: 01684 561378 

www. somers-folk-club. org. uk
Visitors £3.50 … your 1st live visit is FREE !

✪ usually 1st/3rd/5th; please check website for exceptional changes
Other Fridays are on Zoom (for Somers members)



Upton upon Severn 
Folk Festival 

2nd to 5th May 2025 

 

www.uptonfolk.org 

Oxford Nags 

Tim Van Eyken 

Sherburn Bartley 
Sanders 

Patakas 

Brian Peters 

Granny’s Attic 

Nancy Kerr 
and James Fagan 

Barry Goodman 

Now incorporating bigger campsite next to bridge with transport 

Concerts, Ceilidhs, Lots of DanceTeams, 
Huge Sunday Procession, Folk Clubs, Workshops, 

Music and Song Sessions, Acoustic Talent Contest, 
Musical Meander, and much much more. 

Sāwol  

Buy TicketsGo to Website
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