						Folklife's Updates, sent 18 June 2026  🎵
.


	Dear <>

EDITORIAL ~ GOOD NEWS !
Journal. - I'm delighted that we've a record 11 articles for July - now grown to 24 pages!  This may be our limit so as to keep under 100g for postage.
Folklife West. - and also delighted  that we've a Shropshire correspondent, Matt Woolley; and that as of mid-June, we already have 7 new news items to appear regularly in FW, starting September — and before that as inserts on the Folklife West online pages, from: FiddleBop (Powys), Salisbury Folk Club (Wiltshire), Severn Folk Club (Shrewsbury), Dublin Jacks, The Poachers (both Worcs), Friday Folk (Oxfordshire), and Siwan Catrin (London). Also we'll have some notes on Derbyshire folk from Paul Mansfield.  
   And also (groans), we've a 10% increase in print costs, and the now-usual semi-annual post increases .... but hey, the magazines are doing well!

ADMIN
• 'East & South' Webpages (for Venues; Performers; Folklife West), each page is now replaced by 2 pages, 'East Midlands & East' and 'South-East & London'. 
• To keep our emails short enough for Gmail (whom we found clip email text over 102kb), lengthy material may refer back to the Updates webpage rather than quoting in full.


	As ever, Updates for (1) Journal, (2) Directory, (3) Folklife West folk news. 
Your Updates welcome for Journal & Directory; and, if you're a paid-up Member, for (3).


		





	(1) Folklife Traditions Journal: Updates - your contributions welcome
this is for the Journal, - research, societies, publications - not Folklife West !

IN THE ROUD - A Folk Song Podcast is produced by Matt Quinn and looks at folk songs (with the help of historians, folklorists and singers) from both an historical and modern perspective. History guests so far include Steve Roud, Vic Gammon and Sandra Kerr);  singer guests so far include Jon Boden, Maddy Prior and Emily Portman. In the Roud is available wherever you listen to podcasts (Apple, Amazon, Youtube, Castbox, Pocket Casts etc).     Some links availabe at: https://linktr.ee/intheroud


TRADITIONAL SONG FORUM 🄵 https://tradsong.org
August, date TBA:  Roy Palmer Lecture, in Whitby.
September, date TBA: the next TSF Online meeting.
10 October - Autumn Conference, Leeds Central Library. Traditional Folk Song in the North of England - Call for Papers
   Frank Kidson (1855-1926) was a key player in the explosion of interest in traditional song and music in late Victorian and Edwardian England, and his pioneering book Traditional Tunes (1891) was one of the three founding works of what became the first Folk Song Revival. As well as collecting songs in the field, he amassed a huge collection of printed and manuscript material, and his knowledge of the history of traditional and popular tunes was unrivalled, and always available to others through the Folk-Song Society and other organisations. He was one of the few researchers who concentrated on the northern counties, and was particularly associated with his home-town of Leeds, so it is most fitting that this meeting, which commemorates the centenary of his death, and celebrates his legacy, is organised jointly by the Traditional Song Forum and Leeds Libraries. The conference will also form a small part in the celebration of the 400th anniversary of Leeds as a city. 
     Proposals for 20-minute papers are invited. This will be an in-person event, but pre-recorded remote papers will be considered. Please send title / short abstract / short biography to Richard Spencer, towerofsark<at>gmail.com, by 1st July.
       The TSF offers a limited number of bursaries towards travel costs to enable younger people (under 30 and not in full-time work) to attend this conference.
For conference details see https://tradsong.org/autumn-conference-2026
       Dr. Ian Russell MBE  We were saddened to hear of the death of Ian Russell earlier this month. He has supported the TSF since its first meeting in September 1997 and has played a part in it ever since. Ian had a remarkable academic career, but at the same time managed to be a researcher, collector, writer, teacher, event organiser and advocate for folk music. His research into traditional song in the Sheffield area, local carolling traditions and music and song in North East Scotland has been transformative. His ability and boundless enthusiasm will be very much missed. Our thoughts are with Norma, his wife and long-time collaborator and his family. 
      Rod Stradling's Musical Traditions Website:  the TSF has, with permission from Rod's family, taken steps to reinstate Rod Stradling's remarkable website, which had disappeared from the internet shortly after his sad demise last year. The website is a collection of 25 years' worth of articles and reviews, and is an absolute mine of information. We have given it a (hopefully) temporary address of https://www.mustrad.co.uk. However, we are planning to acquire the previous address of www.mustrad.org.uk in the autumn when the domain name becomes available, so if you have references or links to the old website, please don't change them. We are currently discussing the possibility of opening the site up again as a repository for short papers and reviews.


FOLKLORE  SOCIETY 🄵 Event details on https://www.folklore-society.com
Online talks on Zoom: 
· Rosalind Kerven ,''Green’ myths, legends and folk tales, Tuesday 23 June 2026 19:00-20:30 BST on Zoom
· Jeremy Harte, 'Dragons and their Hoards' , Tuesday 7 July 2026, 19:00 BST
· James Wright, 'Historic Building Mythbusting – Uncovering Folklore, History & Archaeology', Tuesday 21 July 2026, 19:00 BST
Call for Papers: 'When Loud Rumour Speaks’: Informal communication in the modern online world.The Tenth Folklore Society – Royal Anthropological Institute Joint Seminar. Thursday 15 October 2026, 10:00-17:00  Royal Anthropological Institute, 50 Fitzroy Street, London, W1T 5BT and online via Zoom.
Deadline for proposals 30 June 2026

Call for Papers: Trade in Legend and Tradition: the Twentieth Legendary Weekend of The Folklore Society.  5 September 2026 - 6 September 2026
Tuckers Hall, Fore Street, Exeter EX4 3AN Deadline for proposals and registration: 1 July 2026 


		





	(2) Online Directory: Updates  (your listings welcome, free entry; no dates)
Venues & local media
ENGLAND ~ WEST COUNTRY
Devon
🄵 Thursday, 2nd Devon TOTNES TOTNES FOLK SONG CLUB Facebook: Totnes Folk Club
→ Temporary Venue: ‘Café 47, 47 Fore Street, TQ9 5NJ. 7.30 pm, all year except August.
⇒ Anne Gill, 01803 290427, “Maleth”, 11 Cleveland Road, Torquay, Devon TQ2 5BD. annegill<at>btinternet.com  Alternate contact Andy Clarke 01803 732312, ndclarke6<at>gmail.com. 
⊕ Occasional guests.(May 2026, new temporary venue)

ENGLAND ~ LONDON
Performers ~ Solo
🄵 London SIWAN CATRIN https://siwancatrin.bandcamp.com/album/possibility
⇒ Siwan Catrin: contact via bandcamp page above.    https://www.instagram.com/siwancatrinmusic/
⊕ Solo singer, harpist, and pianist, playing a mixture of Welsh folk, protest songs, and original compositions. [New member, June 2026]


		





	3) Folk News Updates:  all from our Folklife members (subscribers) *
* subscription includes cheap publicity ~ from just £9 a year! 
   ~ in Folklife West print & online, and in Updates


Additional to Folklife West May issue

Shropshire Correspondent   from September in Folklife West
We're delighted to welcome our new Shropshire Correspondent, Matt Woolley
Matt is from Shropshire, and is the founder of the new Severn Folk Club, Shrewsbury. 
He's a multi-instrumentalist singer songwriter (aka Quantum Penguin), and has performed at Chippenham, Warwick, and Bromyard Folk Festivals. 
You can contact him via the website form on https://severnfolk.co.uk/contact-us/, and on that webpage you can also sign up for his "News from the Folk of the Severn" with up-to-date Folk news, events and articles from in and around Shropshire.

ENGLAND ~ WEST COUNTRY

Devon
TOTNES FOLK CLUB 🄵 Temporary Venue: ‘Café 47, 47 Fore Street, TQ9 5NJ.  11th June, Singers Night.  9th July, Singers Night. No club in August.
For more information, contact: Andy: ndclarke6<at>gmail.com, Anne: anne.m.gill<at>icloud.com. Visit our Facebook page or contact Steve & Anne Gill 01803 290427 or Andy Clarke 01803 732312  (16/5/26)

Wiltshire
SALISBURY FOLK CLUB 🄵 2nd Wednesdays.  Facebook: Salisbury Folk Club
Harnham Community Sports and Social Club, Parsonage Green, Salisbury SP2 8LA.
The club started in March 2025. Everyone is welcome to come along to sing, play or just listen. The club is managed by resident band Maerefolk and friends. 
On 8 July, we welcome “Discovery”, a due consisting of Jeff and Elaine Gillett, and a wide range of folky instruments. salisburyfolkclub<at>hotmail.com

Bristol & South Glos
Jeff Blake 🄵 has emailed that MIKE STARKEY 🄵 has died; his wife Maggie is in a home. Mike was in the Bristol Shantymen; the remaining Bristol Shantymen aren't going to sing together again in future: they were an enthusiastic and talented group.
I was saddened to hear about Mike and Maggie. Many years ago, we used to deliver the folk magazines to their home when Maggie was our energetic Correspondent ("SWAN" - Somerset, Wiltshire, Avon [!] and Nearby news), and heard the Bristol Shantymen from time to time, including a few Shantymen sessions at the Nova Scotia on some Sundays (in the days when we didn't mind driving home 80 minutes after 11+pm!). 

Gloucestershire
*** THIS SUNDAY ***
PETE COE   Farewell to Cheltenham (finishing his last long-distance tour where he started)
Folk songs with guitar, banjo, bouzouki, melodeon & dulcimer Sunday 21st June - 7.30 pm The Somerset Arms, Moorend Street, Cheltenham, GL53 0EH. Tickets £12. From Ken Langsbury 🄵 07986 510430 or Alex Evans 07751 293383.

ENGLAND ~ WEST MIDLANDS

Shropshire
The new SEVERN FOLK CLUB 🄵, Reabrook Social Club, Shrewsbury, 6.30pm: future dates (floor performers) are 21 June, 19 July, 16 August, 18 October, 15 November; with guests Lauren South on 20 September, workshop (scratch fiddle) 3.30pm, concert 6.30pm; and Benji Kirkpatrick on 13 December. Benji is now also doing a Bouzouki workshop in the afternoon of his concert.  Details see https://severnfolk.co.uk, contact via the website form on https://severnfolk.co.uk/contact-us/.  Also see www.facebook.com/SevernFolk, www.instagram.com/severnfolk

SHREWSBURY MORRIS 🄵 continue to celebrate 50 years of dancing!
Details below are of a couple of free events open to residents, visitors and everyone. 
FOLLOW THE MORRIS BELLS TRAIL
As part of our 50th Anniversary, 23 town centre shops and businesses have joined us in our June Follow the Morris Bells Trail. In their windows they're artefacts relating to Shrewsbury Morris Dancers. Each window has a Shrewsbury Morris artefact with a numbered label. Participants are being encouraged to collect an Entry Form from such places as: The Sabrina Boat Office. The Toybox, The Shrewsbury Museum and Art Gallery or from www.shrewsburymorris.co.uk and see if they can locate the artefacts. The Trail is open until July 2nd and the winner will be announced at 12.00 noon in The Square during the Shrewsbury Morris Dancer’s Beat and Bells event.  Entry is free and open to everyone. Participants are encouraged to submit their entry forms, completed or not, as you never know you might just be a winner. Further details from bev.langton<at>talk21.com
BEAT & BELLS
We're proud to present Beat and Bells on Saturday 4th July in The Square Shrewsbury 10.00-4.00pm. 
A continuous programme of dance, music and entertainment ~ free to all! Acts will include African dance and song from Zulu Tradition, the choral delights of The Yeoman Singers, the entertaining dances from Green Man Morris, along with Shrewsbury’s very own Shrewsbury Morris Dancers and Septimus the Giant Shrewsbury Cobbler. Come for the day, come for an hour or combine this spectacle with a day of shopping and exploring the delightful town of Shrewsbury. We're grateful to Shrewsbury Town Council's support for this. For more information, contact: bev.langton<at>talk21.com 

Birmingham 
BLACK DIAMOND FOLK SONG CLUB 🄵 ~ ALAN FRANKLIN
Paul Ryan has emailed that ALAN FRANKLIN has died. Many Zoomers will have heard Alan at Zoom sessions, often reading Les Barker poems.
Paul writes: 
After a short illness, Alan passed away with his family around him on Tuesday 9 June at Heartlands hospital.  He was a great supporter of the club and folk in general and had been writing our guest reviews for the Folklife magazine for a while.  Alan was that shy guy on the high stool who could always be relied upon to recite a poem.  Beneath that shy exterior was a keen brain and ready smile and a love for Aston Villa.  Chris Lowe and I had a chance to visit him in hospital last Wednesday and though very ill that smile was there. Funeral details are to be announced.

BLACK DIAMOND FOLK SONG CLUB 🄵. review by Mike Frost.
      A great evening with the inimitable Jimmy Hutchison. Jimmy was born in South Uist where in his early days he was surrounded by music from the Scots and Gaelic traditions. Aged 10 his family moved to Perth where he heard and learnt songs directly from traditional singers Jeannie Robertson, Jimmie McBeath and the Stewarts of Blair. He has a very gentle style which reflects the importance in Gaelic song of the story being told by the song. His singing style which holds the meaning of the song while delivering it with a superb sense of timing and rhythm is riveting. His wide repertoire from the traditional courtship song “Corachree” to “D Day Dodgers” and “Forfar Sodger” held an entranced audience. Jimmy is “A Man You Don’t Meet Every Day”, or hear everyday. More’s the pity. 

Herefordshire
HOMEND POETS & MUSICIANS 🄵  Ledbury Tuesday, last www.folklife.uk/homend-poets 
Tuesday 30th June: our session will be part of the Ledbury Poetry Festival, and so we may have some visitors! There is no set theme for this month, so it’s a free for all, bring your best and bravest. At the Ledbury Community Hub www.ledburycommunityhub.org.uk, 8 New St, Ledbury HR8 2DX. 6.30pm to 8pm. 
Nick Halligan 01684 563281 Email nickh2009<at>btinternet.com, but phone preferred.
 
Worcestershire
SOMERS TRADITIONAL FOLK CLUB 🄵, Worcester, 1st, 3rd, 5th Fridays, 8pm for 8.15pm, www.somers-folk-club.org.uk
We’ve continued to have busy evenings of late, 20 to 30+ enthusiastic folks for lively singers' nights!  We've also member-only events (Zoom and annual Harvest Supper with guests), anyone can join, any live Friday.  1st Fridays start with choruses. We generally sing from the front; 5th Fridays may be a singaround circular(ish) layout.
    Our tribute evening for our late friend John Lowe on 15 May was a wonderful night. Some 40 people filled the hall for 27 pre-booked songs and poems. An evening with fun and laughter, not taking ourselves too seriously, was a fitting tribute, with humorous, eccentric and unusual items (songs, tunes, jokes, anecdotes, props, costumes!), as well as other traditional music & song in his honour.  Eden's brilliant photos, and a list of songs/poems performed, are on www.folklife.uk/stfc-john-lowe
    We are open all summer, dates see website.     Sam


ENGLAND - SOUTH-EAST

Oxfordshire
MOONRAKERS  🄵
Moonrakers Picnic Concert  ~ Sun 26th July WATERPERRY GARDENS, Oxfordshire, OX33 1JZ. 6.00pm Our annual concert in the fabulous open air Amphitheatre. Drinks available at the bar.
It’s come round again and we’re all a year older, but still going strong! It looks like being a hot summer so get out the sun hat and sandles and head for the Amphitheatre at Waterperry for our annual BIG event. Some people have asked that we extend the interval to an hour this year to enable even greater consumption of bolly and butties. Your wish is our command - and remember to bring extra nibbles for us! 
We have a new album and new songs plus old favourites. Do please spead the word!
Book ahead at www.ticketsoxford.com 01865 305305, £20 (concessions available). Some tickets also available on the door.
Help us to keep music live!
Best wishes,Jon, Jacqui, Sarah & Becki www.moonrakers.net


🏴󠁧󠁢󠁳󠁣󠁴󠁿 SCOTLAND ~ ZOOM   ***   FRIDAY 19 JUNE  ***
LINN PHIPPS 🄵 
Themed Shanty Big Sing No 21, 8pm Fri 19 June 2026
Dear friends
Our next Themed Shanty Big Sing No 21 will be 8pm UK /Ireland time (currently on Summer Times) on Fri 19 June 2026, on the theme of: Sea Songs and Shanties of the Hispanic world. Here is the event link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86761074747?pwd=AxzmRsao9F4Ci9Fn45dQqwXl9DPaj6.1
Or Zoom US, Meeting ID: 867 6107 4747, Passcode: 294310 
If you plan to sing or listen, pls could you let me know, also if possible what would be your song choice(s). And lease keep suggestions for future themes rolling!
Thanks and see you soon, Linn 0044 7917 564440 
Link for previous Themed Shanty Big Sing No 20 – “Women and wives ashore and at sea”, Fri 6 March 2026: https://youtu.be/JIXBRZmUgIY
Other previous videos are also on YouTube


🇺🇸 USA ~ ZOOM
Ø Sundays, usually 1st but varies. ~ USA. Boston, Mass. LIVE FROM THE MERMAID'S TAVERN 2-4 EDT [= UK 7pm-9pm]. 
Ballad sings and tavern/chantey sings, often 1st Sunday, but varies for seasonal themes and concerts - join the mailing list. Forthcoming Zoom sessions, Ballad Sings Live From the Mermaid's Tavern, on Sundays 5 July and 6 September (no August session). Live events (day varies) as announced on https://digitalheritageconsulting.com/tavern/ Join the mailing list at http://mailinglist.mermaidstavern.com 


NEW MEMBERS' news 🄵 added as inserts to this May issue ...
They'll be revised for September issue.

added to Folklife West CYMRU/WALES webpage
• Powys FIDDLEBOP 🄵 

added to Folklife West ENGLAND: WEST COUNTRY webpage
• Wiltshire SALISBURY FOLK CLUB 🄵


added to Folklife West: ENGLAND: SOUTH-EAST & LONDON regions webpage
• London SIWAN CATRIN 🄵


We have received a revised advert for BROMYARD FOLK FESTIVAL 🄵
This is on the Updates page
We welcome ads for Sept issue - if prepaid they can be included on Updates page & then updated for magazine!  

After publication date....
new members' news/dates (up to 150 words) can be added as inserts to this issue's online Folklife West area pages.     And new advertisers likewise - just send your advert now!

Deadline for September print/online magazine: 20 July.

Inbetween these emails, please do check the Updates page


		





	That's all, Folks!
All the best,
Sam and Eleanor


	ENDS
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