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						Folklife's Updates, sent 5 July 2026  🎵
.
Your Ref.Nº: 1003  (Mailing list: Members 1000+; non-Members 2500+)



	Dear Sam Simmons 




	From the Traditional Song Forum Newsletter, July 2026:  "A short note to flag up the sterling work of TSF members and supporters Sam and Ellie Simmons. TSF members may well know of the indispensable ‘directory’ aspect of their publications, providing listings of events, organisations, and so on, but they may not realise how many actual articles on song and music they include. Folklife Traditions Journal No. 80, for example, has just arrived and contains excellent short articles on Baring Gould’s singers, press gangs on the Tyne, songs about fishing, and the histories of a number of different songs – including texts and tunes. All for £2 an issue."

EDITORIAL
Folklife West. - in addition to the 7 new news items already announced to appear regularly in FW, starting September — and before that as inserts on the Folklife West online pages, - we now also have items from  Launceston Folk Club and Wreckers Radio (both Cornwall), and from the Emborough Singaround (Somerset), details below.
   For those on gmail: if this email is cut short, please let us know.



	As ever, Updates for (1) Journal, (2) Directory, (3) Folklife West folk news. 
Your Updates welcome for (1) and (2), and, if you're a paid-up Member, for (3).



		






	(1) Folklife Traditions Journal: Updates - your contributions welcome
For the Journal, - research, societies, publications - not Folklife West !

Our Journal has a record 11 articles / 24 pages for July! Read or download on https://www.folklife.uk/ftj-this-issue

Ø IN THE ROUD - A Folk Song Podcast, produced by Matt Quinn, looks at folk songs (with the help of historians, folklorists and singers) from both an historical and modern perspective - see previous Update & note in latest Journal.  Season 7.
S7/E1 – Roud 61: THE GAY GOSHAWK. Historical Guest: Steve Roud.   Singer guest: Nancy Kerr.
S7/E2 – Roud 62: BROWN ROBIN. History and Singer guest: Helen Lindley
Please do support the podcast (if you can) and receive bonus episodes at www.patreon.com/InTheRoud 
Main podcast availabe from loads of podcast places but primarily:
Apple Podcasts: https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/in-the-roud-a-folk-song-podcast/id1740614759
Amazon Music: https://music.amazon.com/podcasts/a1e79f0f-2b36-46af-b2cf-b1b8f4128038/in-the-roud---a-folk-song-podcast
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVElZTAyZuTyKzN6Hm72ejA
Thanks, Matt Q. 

🄵 FOLKLORE SOCIETY  Event details on https://www.folklore-society.com
Online talks on Zoom: 
• Jeremy Harte, 'Dragons and their Hoards' , Tuesday 7 July 2026, 19:00 BST
• James Wright, 'Historic Building Mythbusting – Uncovering Folklore, History & Archaeology', Tuesday 21 July 2026, 19:00 BST

🄵 TRADITIONAL SONG FORUM
TSF Newsletter 143 - July 2026, from Richard Spencer (TSF Secretary)
· We have no meetings now until September, but if you are going to Whitby Folk Week, don't forget the Roy Palmer Lecture on the 27th of August. Katie Howson will be giving a talk on “A Dove Among a Flock of Old Crows: Women Traditional Musicians in England”. Full details here: https://roypalmerlecture.org/new-2026/
· Autumn Conference - Folk Song in the North of England: see details in our Journal, p22
· News from The Ballad Partners: our latest two publications – Arthur Knevett’s history of the Folk Song Society, and Peter Snape’s biography of Anne Gilchrist, are both selling well, and are available on our website, https://theballadpartners.co.uk/new-store/ . We have several others in the pipeline, and the next to see the light of day will be Anna Guigne’s account of Maud Karpeles’ song collecting in Newfoundland in 1929 and 1930. Another book already in the system is Derek Schofield’s book on the folk dance revival between the wars.    Books will also be available from Veteran at major festivals, and Peter and Barbara Snape will also be taking some to events.    We have also gathered sufficient content to publish another in our series of Folk Song Studies (No.6), probably in the autumn. But there is room for more content, so if anyone out there has a paper they would like to submit, now would be an excellent moment.  Steve Roud (steveroud<at>gmail.com)    ~   List of BP books & general info in our Journal, p17.
· The Newsletter contains other interesting material - Blues in the Mississippi Night,landmark recordings by Alan Lomax; The Song Collector: Writings of Tom Munnelly (Irish Traditional Music Archive); Irish language TV archive - TG4 Cartlann; and more.   Why not join the TSF - it's free, https://tradsong.org/joining-the-tsf



		






	(2) Online Directory: Updates  (your listings welcome, free entry; no dates)
         🄵 = Folklife Members, see Folklife West for news. 
         Ø = from other readers on our free Updates mailing list.
Data Protection: for those listed, we ask for your email so we can keep in touch (purely for our use, not passed on unless you choose to add to Directory listing).
Your contact details for your Directory listings are optional  (eg email, phone, via webpage - or indeed not publishing any contact details!)

Venues & local media
Venues West Country     www.folklife.uk/v-south-west

Kernow • Cornwall
Radio 🄵 Cornwall & Devon WRECKERS RADIO (Cornwall Folk Radio) https://wreckers.radio
⇒ The Old Police Station, Launceston, 07791 520388. Email: please see https://wreckers.radio/contact
https://www.facebook.com/WreckersRadio Listen in a browser at https://wreckers.radio, or using an app or internet radio https://wreckers.radio/listen or https://wreckers.radio/play for a simple player page
⊕ Featuring music made by folk West of the Exe (Cornwall & most of Devon), plus the best roots music from further afield. We seek to promote independent music making and local venues for live music. [New member, June 2026]
Online 🄵 ​​Cornwall & Devon WRECKERS RADIO (Cornwall Folk Radio) https://wreckers.radio/music/calendar
⇒ For contact details & social media, please see RADIO listing above
⊕ Online calendar of gigs, sessions, & festivals coming up. Also see https://wreckers.radio/whatson for details of What's On podcasts: Emma Jaynes's weekly roundup of gigs, festivals and sessions. [New member, June 2026].

LFC = LAUNCESTON FOLK CLUB
🄵 Day Varies Cornwall VARIOUS PLACES LFC: CONCERTS https://wreckersmusic.org/events
     → Various venues and times, see https://wreckersmusic.org/events
     ⇒ Contact: https://wreckersmusic.org/contact Join our mailing list for the latest news: https://wreckersmusic.org/home
🄵 Wednesday, 1st Cornwall LAUNCESTON LFC: FOLK NIGHT https://wreckersmusic.org/events
     → Keep Audio Co., 2, Southgate Place, Launceston. 7pm.
     ⇒ Contact as above.
🄵 Wednesday, 3rd Cornwall LAUNCESTON LFC: SONGWRITERS OPEN MIKE   https://wreckersmusic.org/events
  → Keep Audio Co., 2, Southgate Place, Launceston. 7pm
  ⇒ Contact as above. 

Devon
Radio: 🄵 Cornwall & Devon WRECKERS RADIO (Cornwall Folk Radio) https://wreckers.radio
Online: 🄵 ​​Cornwall & Devon WRECKERS RADIO (Cornwall Folk Radio) https://wreckers.radio/music/calendar  Deetails for both as under Kernow • Cornwall new entries above

Somerset
🄵 Tuesday, 3rd Somerset ​ EMBOROUGH EMBOROUGH SINGAROUND (no webpage)
→ The Old Down Inn (01761 232398), Emborough, near Radstock BA3 4SA. 8.00pm - 10.30pm
⇒ Contact Jeff: 07919 117445
⊕ Traditional Singers Night, lead by Jeff Blake. All welcome. (added 2 July 2026).

Gloucestershire
🄵 Mondays, 1st & 3rd Glos CHURCHDOWN  FOLK AT THE CLUB
      → Venue move: see (3) Folk News Updates below
🄵 ​Thursday, 2nd Glos CIRENCESTER CIRENCESTER SONG SESSION (no website)
→ ‘Somewhere Else’, corner of Castle Street & Sheep Street, nr the Old Station Car Park (free after 6pm). 7.30pm to around 10pm, all year.
⇒ ​Martin Graebe 01285 651104, martin.graebe<at>btinternet.com
⊕ Unaccompanied singing in the traditional way. Relaxed evening, sing your own songs, old or new, without instrumental accompaniment, or just join in the choruses and enjoy the atmosphere. ​Note: up a steep flight of stairs so not accessible to those with walking difficulties. (July 2026, changed from 2nd Wednesdays, and new times).

Venues: West Midlands on www.folklife.uk/v-west-midlands

Herefordshire
🄵 Tuesday, 3rd [most months] Herefs BISHOPS FROME SINGAROUND & MUSIC SESSION
→ Venue move: see (3) Folk News Updates below

Worcestershire
Ø DROITWICH FOLK CLUB (Thursday, 1st + 3rd) has closed, entry deleted.  Thanks to Malcolm for his hard work over the years.

--------------------------------------
IRELAND
All-Ireland
🄵 SINGING CIRCLES IRELAND, a list of 120+ singing circles, by county.
Brendan Kennedy is kindly sending Folklife his list of singing circles, monthly. The July edition has just been copied to Venues: Ireland

--------------------------------------
USA ~ ZOOM
🇺🇸 Ø Sundays, usually 1st but varies. ~ USA. Boston, Mass. LIVE FROM THE MERMAID'S TAVERN 2-4 EDT [= UK 7pm-9pm]. 
Ballad sings and tavern/chantey sings, often 1st Sunday, but varies for seasonal themes and concerts - join the mailing list. 
Forthcoming Zoom sessions, Ballad Sings Live From the Mermaid's Tavern: (no August session)
Sunday 6 September,  Online Ballad Sing;  
Saturday 19 September: Talk Like a Pirate Day! (hybrid event in the works).  
Plus live events (day varies) as announced on https://digitalheritageconsulting.com/tavern/ Join the mailing list at http://mailinglist.mermaidstavern.com​

Services   www.folklife.uk/services
S.2 Agents, Managers, Promoters, MCs and Stage Management 
Kernow • Cornwall
🄵  WRECKERS MUSIC - MUSIC MANAGEMENT https://wreckersmusic.org/music-management  [New member, June 2026].



		






	3) Folk News Updates:  all from 🄵 our Folklife members (subscribers) *
* subscription includes cheap publicity ~ from just £9 a year! 
   ~ in Folklife West print & online, and in Updates

West Country ~ Kernow • Cornwall
LAUNCESTON FOLK CLUB & WRECKERS MUSIC CONCERTS 🄵. 
Various venues/days/times, see https://wreckersmusic.org/events. 
• Ric Sanders and Vo Fletcher: Weds 19th Aug STERTs Nr Liskeard - afternoon workshop and evening concert (Tickets coming soon); Thurs 20th Aug, The Poly, Falmouth (Tickets coming soon); Fri 21st Aug, St Merryn, The Airfield (Tickets coming soon); Sat 22nd Aug, St Agnes, The Miners Institue (visit Pirans Sounds CIC for tickets); Sun 23rd Aug, The Guildhall Barnstaple (visit St Anne's Chapel Facebook https://fb.me/e/7TFTYcmns for tickets)
• Steve Knightley and Daniel Salvatore, 23rd September, ‘Sanctuary Tour’ at St Mary’s Church, Launceston.
• Fairport Convention: 21st Oct, Falmouth Pavilions (visit Piran Sounds CIC); 22nd Oct, Launceston Town Hall (Wreckers Music - Events) 
All tickets are available via https://wreckersmusic.org/events
        Join our mailing list for the latest news: https://wreckersmusic.org/home    
        Contact: https://wreckersmusic.org/contact

West Country ~ Gloucestershire
FOLK AT THE CLUB 🄵.  1st & 3rd Mondays, Churchdown
There has been a fire at Churchdown Club, which means Folk at the Club needs to find temporary new premises. Nothing has been decided yet but this Monday 6th of July it will be held at the Aviator Inn, Staverton Airport, GL51 6SR.  ~ Will 2/7/26.    (Further Updates will be posted on the Updates page.-  Ed)

West Midlands ~ Dudley
MARKONICA 🄵  Mark Miskowicz and Monica Shepherd 
Saturday 11th July, in the Garibaldi Inn (Function Room), 19 Cross Street, Stourbridge DY& 3XE,
'Next Level Folk' presents Steve and Julie Wigley, plus Dan Hadley + Ali Bann, and Markonica.
Advance tickets can be obtained at £10 through https://christophercrompton.com/

West Midlands ~ Shropshire
SHREWSBURY MORRIS 🄵 
Hi Folks
Sadly due to circumstances beyond our control Shrewsbury Morris have had to cancel their planned Beat & Bells event for Saturday 4th July.
Ray & Bev

West Midlands ~ Herefordshire
SINGAROUND & MUSIC SESSION, was in Bishops Frome 🄵, 3rd Tuesdays
Tuesday, 3rd [most months] The venue has just become not available, so a new venue is being sought.  Updates on this page when known or contact Bernie on bernieuptonfolk<at>gmail.com




	NEW MEMBERS' news 🄵 added as inserts to this May issue ...
They'll be revised for September issue.

added to Folklife West ENGLAND: WEST COUNTRY webpage
KERNOW/CORNWALL
• LAUNCESTON FOLK CLUB 🄵: Concerts  •  LAUNCESTON FOLK CLUB 🄵: Folk Nights; & Songwriters' Open Mike • WRECKERS RADIO 🄵
DEVON
• WRECKERS RADIO 🄵
SOMERSET
• EMBOROUGH SINGAROUND 🄵

We welcome ads for Sept issue - if prepaid they can be included on Updates page & then updated for magazine!  

After publication date....
new members' news/dates (up to 150 words) can be added as inserts to this issue's online Folklife West area pages.     And new advertisers likewise - just send your advert now!

Deadline for September print/online magazine: 20 July.

Inbetween these emails, please do check the Updates page




		






	That's all, Folks!
All the best,
Sam and Eleanor



	... do join us
What can you get for £9 ?  a couple of beers or coffees or a whole year of Folklife....
     For £9 a year world-wide , you can become a Folklife member and download Folklife West free from 🄵🅆 Prepaid PDF:  https://folklife.uk/fw-prepaid-pdf
The prepaid pdf is available to all Members (PDF-only or print subscriber, FW only or Journal only or both publications). This gives you a better print-quality to read than reading online on the web; and you can also print it. Available as A4, or US/CAN letter-size. (for print-quality, see the 🄵🅆 Folklife's Adverts  PDF download).
If you're a Member, you can send in your news for FW and for these Updates. (https://www.folklife.uk/updates) and as emailed (word limits apply).
For £25, all this plus 3 printed issues Folklife West and 3 printed issues of the Journal posted to the UK,










				






		Info page on website for donations and payments
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