SAVING THE MICK TEMS ARCHIVE.
Note: Mick suffered a stroke in 2001, so he prefers to communicate by email, micktems@folkwales.org.uk, rather than use the phone. 

Summary:

1.  Contents: published online, on Mick's website, www.folk.wales/archives.html
Texts, some illustrations, no recordings on the site.
· 1a. Traditional Drama from Wales: www.folk.wales/tradition-drama-of-wales-archive.html Links to individual webpages with texts.
· 1b.  Songs, customs and dances from Gower: www.folk.wales/a-gower-garland.html Links to individual webpages with texts.  
· 1c.  Y Fari Lwyd. www.folk.wales/the-mari-lwyd.html       Article:  'The Magic of the Mari'.

2. Contents: published recordings made by Mick, as noted online.
Note: most of these recordings are not on sale now; older formats.
· 2a.  "Calennig history" on www.folk.wales/calennig-history.html including items collected by Mick; and 2 workshops: 'Trade Winds' (South Wales sailors, and Carpenter); and 'The Magic of the Mari' (recordings and interviews). 
· 2b.  "Calennig" on www.folkwales.org.uk/albums.html     Older site, "gives details of Calennig recordings, when and where we did them"

3. Contents: other  ?

4. Where and how the archive is stored 

5. How to preserve / pass on  

6. Who to pass it on to


-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
THE MICK TEMS ARCHIVE.

1.  Contents: published online, on Mick's website:  www.folk.wales/archives.html
Texts, some illustrations, no recordings on the site.
Home page. "Click the icons below to search the archives. [icons]   Traditional Drama Archive.  Gower Archive
	"The Mick Tems Archive of traditional arts material from South Wales will include songs, ballads, music, traditional drama and stories. This area of the website will be under construction for a considerable time.
	The first section of the archive to be made available covered traditional drama, including mummers' plays from Tenby, Gower, the Swansea Valley, Aberdare, Rhondda and Chepstow and animal head rituals from Gower, Llantrisant and Llangynwyd.
	All this material, which provides an important educational and cultural insight on the social development of the communities of South Wales, is available for public use. I will be delighted to receive all comments and additions, which can be sent by clicking on the FEEDBACK button at the top of this page or by Email to Mick Tems.
	The second section of the site, currently being uploaded, covers material from Gower and is produced as part of the Mick Tems project A Gower Garland." [Ends]

1a. Traditional Drama from Wales: www.folk.wales/tradition-drama-of-wales-archive.html
· Links to individual webpages with texts:   "Llwynypia mummers' play (from Donnie Evans and Bill Prosser) ; Crwmpyn John (Swansea Valley) ; The Aberdare mummers' play ; The Chepstow mummers' play ; The Llantwit Major mummers' play ; The Tenby guisers' play ; The Gower Christmas Sport (West Gower) ; The Gower Christmas Sport (East Gower) ; Gower animal head customs: Mumbles ; Gower animal head customs: Llangennith ; Gower animal head customs: Horton ; Gower animal head customs: Rhosili ; Mari Lwyd: Llangynwyd ; Mari Lwyd: Llantrisant ; Mari Lwyd: Recent Taplas articles .     Last content update - March 08, 2010" 
1b.  Songs, customs and dances from Gower: www.folk.wales/a-gower-garland.html 
· Links to individual webpages with texts:  "The Joys of Mary ; Get Up A New Year's Morning ; The Sandy Banks ; Gower Wassail ; Gower Souling Song ; Oystermouth Calennig Song ; The Gower Christmas Sport (West Gower) ; The Gower Christmas Sport (East Gower) ; Gower animal head customs: Mumbles ; Gower animal head customs: Llangennith ; Gower animal head customs: Horton ; Gower animal head customs: Rhosili ; Phil Tanner: The Taplas and Picture Post articles .  Last content update - March 08, 2010 "
Followed by article "Celebrating Phil Tanner and the traditions of Gower".  ...  A Gower Garland was "a special two-hour show which will aim to involve today's Gower communities in the songs, traditions and customs which gave this beautiful corner of Wales a unique cultural stamp  ... The show attempts to set Phil Tanner in his cultural background while keeping him as a central focus of the piece." "Also available as A Gower Garland  CD (Wildgoose) and it is also our intention to produce a book ... Material from A Gower Garland is also forming the basis of the Gower section of the Celfyddydau Mari Arts Archive project."  [Ends] 

1c.  Y Fari Lwyd.   www.folk.wales/the-mari-lwyd.html       Article:  'The Magic of the Mari'.

2. Contents: published recordings made by Mick, as noted online.
Note: most of these recordings are not on sale now; older formats.

2a.  "Calennig history" on  www.folk.wales/calennig-history.html 
Includes performances by Mick.   This includes items collected, and also 2 workshops: 'Trade Winds', South Wales sailors and their sea songs, ballads and shanties and their meeting with James Madison Carpenter; and 'The Magic of the Mari', recordings and interesting interviews made by Mick, who reveals the mysterious Mari Lwyd, the Welsh horse's skull, and Mari Parties from Gwent, Glamorgan, Carmarthen and Pembroke, with absorbing South Wales colourful characters on record. 

2b.  "Calennig" on  www.folkwales.org.uk/albums.html 
This is an older site that "gives details of Calennig recordings, when and where we did them"

3. Contents: other  
? 


4. Where and how the archive is stored 
Material on Mick's computer (Word doc): Olly has copied to Sam.
Other materials - published recording mentioned above. How to copy old formats like audio? original recordings and written and other material held by Mick ?
Online I found a list of possible formats, below, which may help.

Library of Congress: Your Personal Archiving Project: Where Do You Start?,  https://blogs.loc.gov/thesignal/2016/05/how-to-begin-a-personal-archiving-project/ suggests: "for more information, visit  Personal Digital Archiving Checklist from the Washington DC Public Library. https://blogs.loc.gov/thesignal/2016/05/how-to-begin-a-personal-archiving-project/ 
     Taking Inventory 
	The first step in any preservation project is to make a list. What content do you have? Where is it stored or located? It can be a little overwhelming to think about the “stuff” that accumulates over the years! Making a list helps you sort through what you have so that you can then take appropriate actions to preserve your content for the future. 
	Keep in mind that you do not necessarily need to preserve everything. After making a comprehensive list, go back through and decide what you want to save. Consider: is this really important to me? Do I want or need to be able to look at this again in the future? Would I like future generations of  the public to be able to see this? 
	Use the following checklist and chart as a tool to organize your thoughts.

Content saved on . . .?
☐  Digital camera 
☐  Computer 
☐  Memory card 
☐  DVDs 
☐  CDs 
☐  Hard drive 
☐  USB 
☐  Audio player 
☐  Mobile phone 
☐  E-mail account 
☐  Tablet 
☐  Social media or content sharing/storing site 
☐  Internet storage (cloud storage) 
☐  Floppy disk 
☐  VHS or VHS-C 
☐  Audio cassette tapes
☐  Vinyl records
☐  DV tape 
☐ Digital photos 
☐ Audio
☐ Videos
☐ E-mail 
☐ Electronic personal documents such as forms
☐ Blog
☐ Other


5. How to preserve / pass on  
A group to publish it, cf. GlosTrad – would require time commitment
Or 
pass it on: see 6. below.

6. Who to pass it on to
Federation of Folk and Traditional Music Collections (https://folktradcollections.org), chair Steve Roud
This includes the following Welsh archives.  I don't know how accessible they are to the public online.
• Yr Archif Gerddorol Gymreig/The Welsh Music Archive.  National Library of Wales, Aber. We've had Journal articles from Nia Mai Daniel of AGC. This including Merêd collection – Mick wrote an obit for Merêd.
• The Welsh Folk Museum, St Fagan’s, collected oral material.  Now National Museum of History - don't know if still collecting.  Suspect that they might take, but not get round to making accessible (we talked in person to a curator who came as a schoolboy to Llantrisant Club & remembered Mick!)
• Archive of Welsh Folk Music Bangor (Lecturer: Stephen Rees, formerly of Ar Log, Crasdant, helped set up Trac organisation),
• Cardiff Uni has digitised c4,000 ballads  but I don't know re current research.

Sam 10/2/2026.








